
BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 

Banhine Na�onal Park (BNP) covers 725.042,66 

hectares and forms part of the Great Limpopo 

Transfron�er Conserva�on Area. BNP is an 

important tourism and ecological link between 

Limpopo and Zinave Na�onal Park in Mozambique 

and Gonarezhou Na�onal Park in Zimbabwe.

The Park was historically rich in large animals, 

including elephants and other plain ungulates such 

as zebra, wildebeest and eland. However, from the 

early 1960's the capture of specimens such as 

Sable and Roan for interna�onal zoos, the 

co m m e rc i a l  h u n� n g  a n d  m o re  re c e nt l y 

subsistence hun�ng and poor management 

capaci�es have reduced wildlife numbers and 

distribu�on.  

The Park was established in 1973 for conserva�on 

of fauna and flora of the semiarid savannah 

environments, especially for the protec�on of 

ostrich and giraffe. While the la�er is no longer 

popula�ons. Plans remain to reintroduce zebra, 

wildebeest, giraffe and other historical species to 

the landscape in coming years.

Although the birdlife of Mozambique in general is 

poorly known, 306 species have been recorded in 

BNP, including a number of rare and endangered 

species such as the wa�led crane.  

TOURISM

At the Park head quarters is a Tourist camp 

consis�ng of 

Ÿ 6 x 2 bed safari tents on pla�orms with en suite 

ablu�ons and solar ligh�ng and plug point

Ÿ Camping area with communal ablu�ons

       Communal kitchen structure (guest must be  

self sufficient with regards to cooking 

facili�es)

Ÿ Obtain special permission from the Park 

Management on entrance to the Park to camp 

within the Park. 

found in the area the recent improved conserva�on 

and protec�on efforts will lead to natural and 

introductory increases in wildlife numbers. 

The history of BNP reflects the migra�on of people 

over the centuries, with an early presence of 

Bushmen and later of Bantu speaking people and 

Arabic traders. During the Portuguese colonial 

period the area was known for its big game and 

hun�ng which tended to peak in the dry season 

when water was scarce and was o�en referred to as 

the “Serenge� of Mozambique” because of the 

large numbers of zebra, wildebeest and eland that 

occupied its wide-open grasslands. 

 WILDLIFE

Today a good popula�on of ostriches live in the Park 

while kudu, duiker, steenbok occur throughout the 

reserve along with reedbuck, oribi and impala. 

Elephant, buffalo and hippo seasonally move into 

the area and cheetah and lion are known to habit 

the area which is a sign of increasing wildlife 

The best �me to visit is during the dry winter 

months from April to September. During this 

period the heat during the day is less extreme, the 

Limpopo River crossing to the Park is generally 

easier and the roads inside BNP nego�able.  Even 

in the dry season 4x4 vehicles are needed for most 

of the roads due to sandy condi�ons.  

THERE ARE FIVE MAIN ROUTES TO BNP: 

ŸThe Pafuri Route (KNP to Limpopo River) 

ŸThe Giriyondo Route

       (KNP to LNP to Limpopo River) 

ŸThe Ressano Garcia Route

       (Koma�epoort Borderpost to Maputo to BNP) 

ŸThe Bush-to-Beach Route

       (Zimbabwe to Mozambican Coast)

ŸThe Maputo via Chokwe Route

       (+/- 500km )

FOUR OFFICIAL ENTRANCES GATES:

ŸHariane Post, Mungazi Post, Macuembe Post 

and  the Management Camp.

THERE ARE 3 MAIN ROUTES LEADING THE 

TRAVELLER THROUGH BNP.                                                            

(see map on reverse side for route descrip�on)

ŸHariane Post to Xlekhane to Banhine Camp: 

(200km - 3 hrs. drive �me)

ŸHariane Post to Xlekhane to Mungazi Post: 

(100km - 4 hrs. drive)

ŸBanhine Camp to Macuambe Post:            

(113km - 4 hrs. drive)

There are several other tracks in the park mainly in 

and around the wetland area of the park. There are 

plans to signpost the routes in the BNP, but in most 

instances the routes are not indicated. Maps and a 

GPS are therefore essen�al and informa�on can be 

obtained from local people.  
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